Abdominal aortic aneurysm repair: a look at the first 24 hours.
Due to the increased prevalence of risk factors associated with abdominal aortic aneurysms (AAA) (hypertension, atherosclerotic changes, obesity), surgical repairs are more predominant. As a result of changes in surgical techniques and issues surrounding ICU overflow and staffing problems, many of these patients remain in the PACU for longer periods, often bypassing the ICU altogether. This article concentrates on the first 24-hours of postoperative care of a patient with an AAA repair. Nursing actions that should be implemented are prioritized, and a focus on the common postoperative complications associated with AAA surgery is provided.